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This time of year I am always reminded of the title
of an old cowboy song, “Back in the Saddle Again.”
During the summer we get out of our routine.
Some of that disruption is great; vacations are all
about the mental and physical refreshment of not
doing the same ole thing. Yet most of us thrive on
a certain amount of routine. We do a better job of
meeting our training goals if we have a habit of
going to the gym every Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday, and walking the other days.
Our spiritual life is no different from our physical
bodies. It benefits from a certain routine. So as
we begin a new program year I invite you to get
“back in the saddle again.”
 Rediscover the pleasure of regular time
with God. Make worship a given in your
week (remember we have moved to a
10:00 service).
 Plan to be a regular part of a Christian
formation group; there are many to choose
from.
 Find a time and a place where you can
invest your gifts in a ministry which
benefits someone else.
 If your private devotions have become a
little hit or miss during the summer, think
about when you can most regularly make
time for the essential task of feeding your
soul—then put it on your calendar if you
need the discipline.
We have been dispersed during the summer. I
look forward to gathering our community for
regular worship, study, and service this fall.

MEETINGS IN THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER
The Congregational Council will meet at 7:00pm on September 17th.
The Social Ministries Committee will meet at 11:00am on September 17th.

Da.

Labor Day
The church office will be closed on Monday, September 4th in observance of Labor
Day.

Meet Our Newest Members
I began attending Luther Memorial with my family in 1960 at the "old" Luther Memorial on Turner Street.
After 3 years of Catechism and Sunday evenings with Luther League, I was confirmed with Pastor
Troutman on Pentecost in 1971 in the "new" Luther Memorial. I graduated from VT in 1977. I moved to
Manhattan (NYC) in 1981 and attended Saint Peter's Lutheran Church for the next 35 years. In my first
career, I worked for American Express for 20 years. After my corporate life, I earned my M.S. in Early
Childhood & Elementary Education and taught at P.S. 55 in the projects in the Bronx for 13 years. I
returned to Blacksburg in 2016 and am enjoying my retirement in my home town. It is wonderful to
attend Luther Memorial again and to see many familiar faces.
Alan Smeal
First of all, let me say how very happy I am to be part of this welcoming congregation. As I am getting to
know more of you week by week, I am truly feeling at home here.
A little about me: My husband and I moved to the New River Valley from northern Vermont in
2004. Here I joined the Montgomery County Public School System, working with students with
disabilities until 2010, when I retired. During those years we lived in Elliston right on a river, where I
indulged my passion for gardening, took lots of walks with our rescued greyhounds and beagles, and
taught reading to children and adults. When my dear husband passed away in 2013, I moved to
Christiansburg to be closer to family and friends. I am happy to be able to spend delightful times with
my nine grandchildren and their parents, who include me in doing things like snorkeling and white water
rafting, which I would never have dreamed of doing by myself!
Carol Reynolds

Thanks for the warm welcome! I moved here from Edina, Minnesota, to be closer to our younger
daughter and her family, who live in Blacksburg. Our older daughter lives in San Francisco. I chose LMLC
initially because it is on the list of Reconciling in Christ congregations. I have been active in
ReconcilingWorks as well as Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries. After retiring from an administrative
position at a Minneapolis High School, I have had more time for my hobbies of birding and quilting.
Lois Voss

PLEASE remember to wear your name badges on Sunday mornings. We have lots of visitors during
this time of year and as you greet them, it would be helpful for them to see your names.
Advent workshop…Sunday, 4-6 pm, November 19, 2017
All are invited to share the evening for crafts, devotions, supper and fellowship. Activities are designed to
celebrate our community and witness to the dawning of the incarnation in a dark world. Mark your
calendars now and invite others to join us. All ages are welcome.
Contact Ann Hess (annhess@verizon.net 540-382-8235) if you would like to share in planning or leading
an activity or for more information.
Dinners for NRV Cares Parenting Class
Luther Memorial will be hosting the NRV Cares Parenting Class again this fall. This class is taught by
Leah Wechtaluk McFarren and is organized by Keli Lichty at NRV Cares. The classes will be held on
Tuesday nights, September 19 through November 21, with nights off on Halloween and Election Day
(October 31 and November 7). If you would like to help provide and serve a meal for this group, or if
you'd like more information, please contact Mary Hansbrough at 951-8189
or maryhhans@aol.com. There is also a signup sheet on the mailbox kiosk.

************************************************************************************************
Stock the Pantry – 30th Anniversary Celebration
The Blacksburg Interfaith Food Pantry will be celebrating its 30th anniversary on Sunday, October 15th at
the Pantry at 706 Harding Avenue from 12:00pm to 3:00pm. There will be food, face-painting, games, and
music by Kat Mills, Panjammers Steel Drum Band, and the New River Valley Boys.
In honor of this celebration for 3 Sundays, October 1, October 8, and October 15, Luther Memorial will be
collecting food to help stock the Pantry for the winter months. For additional information, check out the
Pantry’s Facebook page: Blacksburg Interfaith Food Pantry. Please bring several of the following foods to
help supply the Pantry.
The Pantry can also use low or no salt items, gluten-free, baby food, and large-family size canned goods.
☐ Canned Vegetables
☐ Tea Bags
☐ Coffee (instance or ground)
☐ Canned Fruit
☐ Soup
☐ Bagged Rice (1 lb.)
☐ Dried Beans (1 lb.)
☐ Spaghetti Sauce & Spaghetti Noodles
☐ Cereal
☐ Jell-O
☐ Instant Pudding
☐ Sugar (2 lb. bags only)
☐ Peanut Butter
☐ Hamburger Helper
☐ Other Boxed Goods
☐ Jelly
☐ Boxed Macaroni & Cheese
☐ Detergent (45-50 oz.)
☐ Bar Soap
☐ Tuna
☐ Canned Meat (beef stew, chicken,
☐ Grocery Gift Cards
salmon, Brunswick stew, Chili,
☐ Condiments (e.g., mayonnaise, cooking oil,
Corned Beef Hash, etc.
catsup, mustard, spices)
************************************************************************************************

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES THIS FALL
Christian Formation Opportunities
During September many of our Christian formation opportunities begin meeting again after a summer
hiatus. Here are some classes and groups in which you can participate:
Sunday Morning, September 10 @ 9:00am
The Fellowship Hall Adult class is continuing with DVD presentations by Phillip Cary, director of the
philosophy program at Eastern University. In recognition of the 500th anniversary of the reformation this
series, titled LUTHER: Gospel, Law, and Reformation, explores the deep inner struggle of conscience
which prompted the Reformation. Our next presentations look at how Luther viewed topics such as
predestination, the Bible and Erasmus' works.
Multi-Age Elementary Sunday School. Meeting in the Christian Education area, our students will
engage the Word through a combination of lessons, songs, drama, and art.
Middle School and Senior High. These students gather the youth room at the top of the steps off the
balcony.
Sunday 9 to 9:45 Youth Conversation and Learning
ALL Youth are invited to join Ann Hess in the Youth Room at the top of the stairs each Sunday starting
September 10. There will be fun activities, food and sharing the gospel of the day. Youth are encouraged
to bring their Lutheran Study Bible. Parents and youth without their own Lutheran Study Bible can get
one from Ann Hess or Pastor King. Contact Ann at 382-8235, annhess@verizon.net for more
information.
Other Opportunities During the Week
Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study, 7:30. Each week men are invited to gather in the campus
center for a time of fellowship, prayer, mutual support, study focused on the gospel lesson for the coming
Sunday.
Thursday Faith Discussion Group, 10:00. Join us in the conference room for a lively discussion
prompted by a lecture from the Great Courses. This fall the group will be continuing a focus on the book
of Revelation and its cultural impact.
Women’s Small Groups. These groups meet at various times and have different foci. Some are book
groups, while others are primarily focused on mutual support. Look for the display in the narthex if you
are interested in being part of a weekly group.
Confirmation. This year Luther Memorial will be joining other area congregations in a joint
confirmation program which will involve a combination of online learning, retreats, and conversational
gatherings. See Pastor King if you have any questions.

Quilting Bee
Saturday, September 16–9:30-11:30 – Fellowship Hall
As autumn gets closer, it’s time to gather to tie our quilts. If you have no experience with quilt tying we
can teach you how to tie in 5 minutes or less. Everyone 12 years old and older, male or female, is
welcome. Drop-in to the fellowship hall and help us get our quilts closer to completion. We guarantee
you will have a good time. (***Attn. if you are a VT Football follower: On September 16 the game will be
at 3:30 away at East Carolina University so you’ll have plenty of time to tie quilts before the game begins.)
Dinners for NRV Cares Parenting Class
Luther Memorial will be hosting the NRV Cares Parenting Class again this fall. This class is taught by
Leah Wechtaluk McFarren and is organized by Keli Lichty at NRV Cares. The classes will be held on
Tuesday nights, September 19, through November 21, with two nights off on October 31 and November
7. If you would like to help provide and serve a meal for this group, or if you'd like more
information, please contact Mary Hansbrough at 951-8189 or maryhhans@aol.com . There is also a
signup sheet on the mailbox kiosk.
“Luther’s Lunch at 12:05” Resumes in September
After a summer break, Luther’s Lunch, our congregation’s outreach ministry which offers food and
fellowship to members of our community, will resume on Friday, September 8th. This program offers
anyone who cares to attend an opportunity to enjoy a good meal and table conversation. If you would
like to be a part of this ministry, sign up to be a “chef” (sheet in the narthex)—or just spread the word in
person or on social media.
The Blacksburg Refugee Partnership
The BRP is happy to inform the community that our first family from Syria have begun the process of
applying for a Green Card!!! But there are still many other struggles for all of our families. School is a
challenge for many of our children. ESL is not so easy when you cannot read or write your own language.
This is true for four of our six families. Each family has someone with major mental and/ or dental
issues. Most of these are covered by insurance. Unfortunately, the adults are not covered for dental;
most of our major dental issues are with the adults. We have one adult who needs complete replacement
of upper teeth. Donations for this would be greatly appreciated.
All families are in need of the transportation to and from the many appointments. There is a need for
childcare for toddlers while their parents attend ESL classes. (You will need a background check which
the BRP can facilitate). There still remains a need for drivers for a 3 year old to go to and from Head
Start. To sign up go to the following link:
Appointment Needs Link or contact Wava Vigen 571 276 5079 Wavabburg@gmail.com
Kroger Rewards Card
If you have previously registered your Kroger Rewards Card, it may be time to renew your support for
Luther Memorial. Each time that you use your Rewards Card, a percentage of your sale is donated to the
church. To renew your card, Login to your Kroger account. Select the Community link and Kroger
Community Rewards. Scroll down and click the Re-Enroll Now button. Right-click in Luther Memorial’s
Organization number and select Copy. Click Re-Enroll. Paste the number and click the Search button.
Select Luther Memorial and click Enroll. That’s it.

Capital Campaign Off to Great Start
Thus far we have received $398,517 in bequests and pledges in our capital campaign. You will have
noticed that work to deal with water infiltration in the fellowship hall has begun. Other projects will be
undertaken as funds are available. You, the members of Luther Memorial, can be proud of your response
to this challenge. If you have not made a pledge consider doing so.

Re+Formed People
How do we make spiritual sense of the Reformation on college campuses 500 years after Luther’s 95
Theses ignited this revolutionary movement? There’s some similarity between our times across that half
millennium. The Reformation spread like wildfire largely due to the printing press, a proto social media
tool that shared information far more personally and much faster than previous generations could
expect. Today, digital social media turned that fire into a blaze of data. Luther arose at a time where
distrust of the church was growing, though church participation remained high. In our context, the
distrust of spiritual authority has led to a decline in church participation, though not in the general
population’s spiritual interest.
At The Well this fall, we will commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation by exploring the
ways that God's formed us and continues to reform us for Christ-like life in the world. We will worship
God and together study, serve, and celebrate the identities that God's given to us before and grows in us
still. This includes reflection upon the ways that we’ve been malformed, not by God, but by false images of
God that we’ve built. It also requires an exploration into the ways that the church was were formed for
service in a world that no longer exists, which requires intentional discernment on what traditions might
feel comfortable to us but no longer serve the needs of God’s world or God’s people. As we give thanks for
our Lutheran tradition and reaffirm our identities gathered around the centrality of Christ and the beauty
of grace that we discover most clearly in the Bible, we’ll also include guest speakers from other faith
traditions, both ecumenical and interreligious partners, to help us explore God’s dynamic presence in
others.
On a personal level, I’m thankful to again be working with The Well at Virginia Tech. Not only am I still
passionate about campus ministry; I’m also blessed by the relationships built with students last semester.
It’s a privilege to be a part of God’s work on campus and through LMLC. If you’d like to get more involved
with The Well or to explore new ways we can make a positive impact at VT, please let me know! I’d love
to brainstorm and develop initiatives with you.
Drew Tucker

A great big THANK YOU to the members of Luther Memorial who, over the summer, were amazingly
generous in their support of the Social Ministry Committee’s annual backpack and school supply
drive. This drive supports the Salvation Army and the work they do to get ALL children ready for the first
day of school.
This year, we hit a milestone! We could not get all the school supplies and the backpacks into one car. It
took two trips to Target to make our purchases, using the over $1000 dollars donated by the
congregation. Then it took two trips to the Salvation Army to make our delivery of the purchased and
donated backpacks and supplies.
It was gratifying to arrive at the Salvation Army with these school supplies and be greeted with
enthusiasm, and statements like: "We hoped you would be coming again this year!" and "You all are an
answer to a prayer!" The Salvation Army has a large number of applications from families in our
community with children in need of school supplies. The demand is not decreasing and this means always
trying to find ways to make what they have go just a little bit further. There is no doubt, our donations
have certainly bolstered their ability to meet the needs of as many families as possible!
We think of the school supply drive as a summer project, but it really isn’t one that is limited to those
weeks in July and August before everyone heads back to school. The folks at the Salvation Army let us
know that they get requests from families throughout the school year who need to replenish their
children’s school supplies. However, the stock of supplies quickly runs low and the Salvation Army is
limited in how many additional requests they can fill.
So, if this is a project that calls out to you, consider making a donation of school supplies at other times
during the school year. If your own child needs more pencils or notebook paper in October or February,
chances are so do other kids in our community. So when you head to the store to replenish your child’s
supplies, pick up a few extra of each item and donate those to the Salvation Army! It’s a little way to make
a big difference for a child in our community!
If you have questions about this project, including about making additional donations, please contact
either Leah Wechtaluk McFarren (lwechtal@vt.edu) or Kathy Parrott (homes@vt.edu).
++++++++

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church,
Christ has called us to serve one another in love and faithfulness. Thank you for your generous gift
of $1,000.00 to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America for the ministries of ELCA Global Church.
It is through support from people like you the ELCA Global Church Sponsorship is able to:
Send more than 225 Missionaries including over 90 Young Adults in Global Mission to serve in
More than 49 countries.
Provide scholarships to 17 International Women Leaders responding to God’s call to the ministry.
Accompany our companions around the world by investing in evangelism, education and church
expansion, including 11 new Global Ministry projects.
Again, thank you for your incredible generosity.

Andrew, G. Steele, Dir. ELCA Global Church Sponsorship

++++++++

Luther Memorial,
On behalf of the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office Citizen Support Group, I would like to
sincerely thank you for your recent generous $326.20 donation.
Our CSG is unable to attain our support objectives for the MCSO deputies and support staff
without the generosity of businesses and organizations such as yours. Please extend our appreciation to
Pastor King and your congregation.
Thank you for supporting those who serve our county every day.
Kenneth G. Hester, NMCSO CSG President
++++++++
Dear Congregants,
Thank you very much for your recent $1,500 donation to our affiliate. Gift like yours keep us very
busy, and we are grateful!
Construction is now underway at two Habitat homes in Pulaski. We hope the first family will
move in during September and the second family by the end of the year.
If you would like to stay up to date with our work as we progress through this build season, check
out our Facebook page, Twitter feed and our web site. There should be lots of information and photos
about all that is going on.
Kind Regards, Terry Ellen Carter, Office Manager
++++++++

Change for Change in September 2017
Supporting the Women’s Resource of the New River Valley

Here we are into the month of September! What a great month as many enjoy the days that
lead from summer into fall, football games and the new beginnings promised by the 20172018 academic year. It’s such a happy time, right? For many people in the New River Valley,
these days can be a continuance of needing a safe place from abuse. The Women’s Resource
Center of the New River Valley is our Change for Change Recipient for the month of
September. Their mission is to create a community free of domestic and sexual violence.
Their guiding principles include safety, dignity, respect, empowerment, free services,
community collaboration and freedom from violence.
Nearly one-third of American women will experience intimate partner violence (IPV). As the
leading cause of female homicides and injury-related deaths during pregnancy, IPV also
accounts for a significant proportion of injuries and emergency room visits for women.
Looking beyond the immediate and often severe health consequences of IPV, a growing body
of research has linked IPV to many chronic health problems.
Throughout the year, many organizations and individuals ask about the needs of the children
and adults served by the Women's Resource Center of the New River Valley. During a recent
conversation with one of the staff members, it was revealed that the Women’s Resource
Center often provides transportation to the hospital, transportation to a safe place, funds for
utilities for a non-residential client who struggles to pay a utility bill or purchase groceries for
children.
As we welcome autumn’s beauty, let us each be mindful of the extraordinary work
accomplished by the Women’s Resource Center. For over 30 years, they have been providing
hope and help to those who need it in the New River Valley. Let’s help them continue to be a
safe place for people in our community. Please consider supporting them as our September
Change for Change recipient. You can help make a difference for children and adults who
rely on this vital service as they escape the ravages of intimate partner violence and domestic
violence.

Our Mission Statement: Because God loves us and calls us to love, we welcome and invite others to
engage and grow in faith. Through discipleship and active service in our community, we are able to
intentionally deepen our relationship with God and one another. All students are invited to participate
in weekly meetings, informal gatherings, and service projects associated with The Well.

Welcome to Luther Memorial Lutheran Church.
It is wonderful to have you join us for worship. As we begin the academic year we invite students to our
picnic following worship today. We will share the meal in the outside pavilion after you choose food from the
pot luck lunch.
Luther’s Luscious Lunch: We have a free lunch in the Campus Ministry center every Friday at 12:05. Please
feel free to join us if you are available. The food and fellowship is always great.
On Sunday, September 3, Marilia and Mike Deisenroth will host the first offering of Luther's Luscious
Lunch. We serve lunch at 11:30am at THE WELL. Members of the congregation host this lunch, L-cubed, the
first Sunday of each month. Please join us.
Fall Theme - Re+Formed People
Our journey this fall will commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation by exploring the ways that
God's formed us and continues to reform us for Christ-like life in the world. We will worship, study, serve,
and celebrate together the identities that God's given to us and grows in us.
September Schedule for The Well
September 5
September 12
September 19
September 26

The Well Kickoff Cookout (Dinner and Celebration @ TBD
The Well Main Event (Dinner and Bible Study @ Campus Center)
The Well Main Event (Dinner & Service Project @ Campus Center)
The Well Main Event (Dinner & Worship @ The Campus Center)

Save the Dates
 Region 9 Lutheran Student Movement Retreat November 3-5 at Luther Rock in NC
 National Lutheran Student Movement Gathering December 29-January 2 at Lutheran School of
Theology in Chicago

2017-2018 The Well Leadership Team
President
Vice President
Secretary
Outreach Service

Meghan Rupkey
Rebecca Pettit
Anna Schmitt
Jayme Kokkonen
Ethan Hodges
Diane Cline

meghanr9@vt.edu
rebeck51@vt.edu
annaschmitt@vt.edu
jaymek@vt.edu
hodges96@vt.edu
cdiane4@vt.edu

Our Family and Friends with November Birthdays.

9/1

Jim Wilson

9/2

Henry Elich

9/10 Carolyn Howard
Tammy Neeble
Rebekah Paulson

9/3

Michael Everett

9/11 Jenny Akers

9/4

Ann-Marie Lichty
William Schiek
Naomi Shaver

9/12 Kelly Phillips

9/5

Danny Knott

9/6

Alexandra White

9/23 Connor Akers
Eva Forsman
Andy Hansbrough

9/7

Brantley Hall
Alyssa Meighan

9/27 Grace Crowe
Mary Hansbrough

9/18 Mary Korslund

9/29 Mancer Flatten

STEWARDSHIP NUGGET FOR SEPTEMBER 2017
“Dearest Lord, teach me to be generous;
teach me to serve you as you deserve;
to give and not to count the cost.”

Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556),
Jesuit founder

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2017
10:00

September 3

September 10

September 17

September 24

Greeter

Ann Hess

Irmtraut Hartenstein

Amy Roeder

John Hess

Everett
Communion Warner
Assistant
Linda Libey

Phil Jordan
Kathy Parrott

Diane Catley
Karl Pedersen

Mara Knott
John Anstrom

Lector

Zelma Harris

Kay Jordan

Anna Schmitt

Kathy Parrott

PW Greeter

Betty Segar

Mark Barrow

Kevin Carlson

Irmtraut Hartenstein

Ushers

Charlie Harris Charlie Harris

Charlie Harris

Charlie Harris

Rick Howard
Danny Knott

Rick Howard
Danny Knott

Rick Howard
Danny Knott

Rick Howard
Danny Knott

Glenn Buss

Glenn Buss

Glenn Buss

Glenn Buss

Gary Buss
Janet Buss
Elaine Belay

Gary Buss
Janet Buss
Elaine Belay

Gary Buss
Janet Buss
Elaine Belay

Gary Buss
Janet Buss
Elaine Belay

Tellers

Home Communion
Sept 17
Gail King and Mary Grems

Bulletin Assembly
Sept 1 Jan Spahr
Nelda Buss
Sept 8

Betty Segar
Betty Jo Prater

Sept 17 John Hess a
Irmtraut Hartenstein
Sept 22 Rob Myers
Betty Segar
Newsletter Proofer September 27
Mandy Wilson
(for October Newsletter)

Sept 29 Glen Julie Earthman

Mowing Teams for September
Sept 01 Neeble Family
Zeiger Family
Sept 08 Everett Warner
Betty Segar
Fred & Dianne Rencsok
John Anstrom
Sept 15 Barry Johnson
Kevin Widner
Dennis Catley
Sept 22 Glenn Buss
Andy Hansbrough
Kevin Carlson
Sept 29 Tim Larson
Danny Knott

Calendar of Events September 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
10:30am
Sanctuary
Rehearsal

3
10:00am
Worship

4
OFFICE CLOSED
Labor Day

5
7:00pm
The Well

6
9:00am
Parents
Morning
Out
10:30am
Get Moving
Exercise
Group

7
10:00am –
Thursday
Morning
Faith
Disc. Grp

8
12:00-1:00pm
Luther’s
Lunch

9
10:30am
Sanctuary
Rehearsal

10
9:00am
Christian
Formation
10:00am
Worship

11
9:00am
Parents
Morning Out
6:30pm
AA
7:00pm
Wilderness
Road Chorus

12
7:00pm
The Well

13
9:00am
Parents
Morning
Out
10:30am
Get Moving
Exercise
Group

14
10:00am –
Thursday
Morning
Faith
Disc. Grp

15
12:00-1:00pm
Luther’s
Lunch

16
9:30-11:00am
Quilting Bee

17
9:00am
Christian
Formation
10:00am
Worship
11:00am
Social
Ministries Mtg.
7:00pm
Congregational
Council Mtg.

18
9:00am
Parents
Morning Out
6:30pm
AA
7:00pm
Wilderness
Road Chorus

19
5:30pm
NRV
Parenting
7:00pm
The Well

20
9:00am
Parents
Morning
Out
10:30am
Get Moving
Exercise
Group

21
10:00am
Thursday
Morning
Faith
Disc. Grp
1:30pm
Funeral
Consumers
Alliance

22

24
9:00am
Christian
Formation
10:00am
Worship

25
9:00am
Parents
Morning Out
6:30pm
AA
7:00pm
Wilderness
Road Chorus

26
5:30pm
NRV
Parenting
7:00pm
The Well

27
9:00am
Parents
Morning
Out
10:30am
Get Moving
Exercise
Group

28
10:00am –
Thursday
Morning
Faith
Disc. Grp

29

10:30am
Sanctuary
Rehearsal

Autumn
Begins
12:00-1:00pm
Luther’s
Lunch

12:00-1:00pm
Luther’s
Lunch

23
10:30am
Sanctuary
Rehearsal

30
10:30am
Sanctuary
Rehearsal
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